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Good Afternoon.

What an honor it is for me to share this speciabsmn
with you. Governor Musgrove has asked me to coingy
apologies for not being here this afternoon.

You will find that the education you have achiev&dne
of the only things that no one can ever take awamy fyou.
You have achieved an education that will servewsll.

It is our job to provide you with an environmenatlfiosters
economic growth and stability in this state. laigoal of
Governor Musgrove’s administration to change tladust
guo, and not accept the problems of the past.

The Governor and our Legislators have now made a
commitment to bring teacher pay to the Southeastern
average. This commitment will allow more teachers
live, work and raise their families in this stateis also a
goal to create an environment that will spur ecoicom
growth, providing more higher-paying jobs and kegpi
Mississippi’'s best and brightest right here in N&sspi.

It is what you do with your education that will ded the
person you become, and the impact that you willerak
your community, state and nation.



As you enter the market place, you will put youuedtion
to the test. We recognize that a strong educdtgysiem
and a qualified workforce benefit not only you, hailltof
the people of Mississippi.

Just as your success depends on maintaining adével
commitment and your ability to continue to grow aeaalrn,
our success in Mississippi depends on maintaining a
commitment to provide opportunity to everyone astibss
state through education and training.

In the past few months, the Mississippi Departnoént
Economic and Community Development has been working
on efforts to reconstruct Mississippi’'s objectivds

attracting and growing business and industry instaie.

We know that we must have a coherent agenda for
advancing our state economically. We have reliedut-
dated economic plans. We have used stale incerdive
we have wondered why better-paying jobs pass ooplpe

by.

We have a strong economy. We have a workforceighat
getting better and better. We have the resourtdés!have
the potential!

Realizing it was time for us to create a new plaat t
provides solutions, we have established the furet e
Mississippi Partnership for Economic Development, a
coalition of Mississippi’'s public and private secto



leadership. The partnership is being co-chaired by
Governor Musgrove and Mr. Dwight Evans, Presideut a
CEO of Mississippi Power Company.

The plan will be extensive and includes a varidtiaotors.

One of the goals of the plan will be to bring comitpe
paying jobs to our state that will keep Mississippiest
and brightest students in our state to build themes,
build their families and build a quality of lifeahis second
to none.

We know that a large part of attracting industry to
Mississippi is having a strong educational system.

We must provide our students with a strong academic
background, a broad-base education and the prhactica
training our workforce requires, if Mississippitcs
compete with other states in the future.

We need to bring companies to Mississippi who Gan p
our people competitive salaries.

We must enhance and improve our schools so thabwe
create economic growth.

The two most important factors companies considesrw
relocating to a new area are:

1. A trained and qualified workforce.



2. A good educational system to raise their children
and provide an educated workforce for the future.

Any plan that we have to boost economic developnment
Mississippi that does not address improving oupsetshis
hollow, which is why education is a key factor et
Governor's economic plan.

Your QUALITY OF LIFE depends greatly on your
education. You may ask, what is quality of lif@iality of
life is about feeling good and being satisfied witimgs in
general. Quality of life is about fulfilling theesietal and
cultural demands for material wealth, social statod
physical well being. You may now be wondering hzam
| achieve a better quality of life for my family dmyself?
Stay in school and get an education is the answer.

Obtaining an education will enable you to become
more efficient and to achieve the legitimate gadligour
life. You may have a good life now, but it can al be a
little better. Everyone can become a little mataaated,
In order to make a better life for themselves. e@incation
can include many things: completing high schooing to
a community college, attending a university ornaag a
skill or trade. Any of these options will help ybacome
more successful in your future. You become motealde
as an employee, when you have more to offer your
employer. You become more valuable as a busindsm
you have more to offer your clients.



An education will train you for quick, effective
thinking. To think incisively and to think for otseself is
very difficult. We are prone to let our mentaklibecome
invaded by legions of half-truths and prejudicBging
educated and aware will help you grow as a peradn a
gain a better quality of life.

On the other hand, being intelligent and educeted
not enough. You must have morals also. Inteloggolus
character, that is the goal of a true educatiorpesson
who possesses these two key components will besat a
to any employer, organization or themselves.

Winston Churchill captured the concept for career
searching when he said, “Success is the abiligotrom
one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasmvidu
may not always succeed the first time, but you have
continue trying if you plan to succeed. When yoegip
and stop trying to achieve a goal, then you haveda
You must have the courage and determination toesatc
You must be willing to work to give yourself a laatt
quality of life.

The American Dream cannot be obtained on a
minimum wage salary. You will need more moneyntha
part-time job can provide if you want to improveuyo
guality of life. Dropping out of school, not attkng a
university and not learning a trade will guararddess
than desirable quality of life. You have the apito make
your life be whatever you choose. Resources &xiselp
you achieve these goals. You must be willing to go



research and find ways to make your dreams corge tru
You cannot expect someone else to do all the warkdu.
If you sit around and wait on your friends, famiigacher
or others to give you something, you may wait el
They can guide you and point you in the right digeg but
this is your life, you have to do the work.

I’m going to give you a few points to consider abo
your education and career path:

Be sure the environment you select is one in which
you will thrive. Don’t confuse environment with @aetise.
It is more important to find a climate that makesiyhappy
and successful, than finding a specific industnyyfaur
education. An accountant does not have to worlafor
accounting firm. An educator does not have to worla
school. Your education may be specific, but yoweha
many options. A job may pay a lot of money anthaty
specifically target your education, but you may kvé®
hours a week, have 30 minute lunch breaks andralégl
of stress. You must weigh all the options. Setgcthe
right environment doesn’t always result in the leigth
compensation, but it may result in the greatest joy

Be sure not to worry too much. You will find shs
not very productive. Usually the things you woatyout
won’t happen, and the things that you don’t wolrpuat
come out of the blue. I'm not saying you should lo@
prepared, but you don’t need to get caught up virogry
about trivial issues that you may or may not havatiol
over.



You also need to have enthusiasm and passion.
Andrew Carnegie said that enthusiasm is the ergfihie.
You will be successful if you love what you do. &h
other people see your enthusiasm, they will be osae
to want to get involved or to help you succeedsskm,
Enthusiasm and Commitment are contagious, and | fee
they are absolutely necessary for success.

Individuals, with the initiative and foresight tastitute
changes, have improved our society. They aredbelp
who have had the courage to ask “why not?” and&hgé
the status quo.

We have set high goals for the state of MissisSipperms
of economic growth and development. | challenge tyo
be one of the courageous people and ask “why nkt@’
only with you that Mississippi can meet its chafjea and
become the state we know we are.

Whatever path you choose, | hope that you are chgos
stay in Mississippi as you build your lives, yownies and
your families.

Governor Musgrove’s and his administration are catbeoh
to continuing to create a Mississippi that todaynsl future
generations are proud to call home.

Finally, be true to yourself no matter what you do
Never compromise your principles. Sometimes this w
lead to difficult decisions in life, but in the Igmun |



believe adherence to principles is essential. catland
moralistic judgments are much more difficult toddeep
your perspective. Fortunes are made quickly today,
reputations are still the most precious commodity.
Thank you and again, congratulations.



